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  Immigration Procedures - Introduction 
 

 

STATE SECRETARIAT FOR MIGRATION (SEM) 

Entry 

The requirements for entry into Switzerland depend on the purpose (e.g. Tourism, visit, business, 

family reunification or studies) and duration of stay (short- or long-term). Foreign nationals wishing 

to enter Switzerland must be in possession of one or more valid travel documents in order to cross the 

Swiss border.  

If required, they must also have a valid visa, unless they hold a residence permit issued by a Schengen 

country. In such case, the residence permit is considered as equivalent to a visa. If the third-country 

national is required to have a visa in order to enter Switzerland and has no residence permit, see: ID 

and visa provisions according nationality.  

(Temporary stay permits shall not be considered as equivalent to a visa, since these documents are 

only issued for the period of time required to review an initial application for a residence permit or 

an application for asylum.) 

The Federal Office for Migration recommends that foreign nationals wishing to enter Switzerland first 

obtain information about these requirements before their trip. 

Furthermore, foreign nationals wishing to enter Switzerland must have sufficient financial resources 

to cover the entire duration of their intended stay as well as the return trip to their country of origin, 

the transit trip through a third country, or can obtain the necessary financial resources by some other 

lawful means. Sufficient financial resources can be demonstrated by showing cash, traveller’s cheques, 

credit cards or other collateral (e.g. bank guarantee). 

Third-country nationals who remain in Switzerland at their own expense must be able to demonstrate 

that they have enough financial resources to cover at least CHF 100.- per day of their stay. The 

reference amount for students with a valid student permit is CHF 30.- per day. 

Biometric ID for foreign nationals 

Since joining Schengen on 12 December 2008, Switzerland has been issuing a new credit card-sized 

identity document for foreign nationals. As part of the further development of the identity document, 

biometric data will be stored in a document commencing 2011. By introducing the biometric identity 

document, Switzerland is implementing a further development of Schengen law and at the same time 

https://www.bfm.admin.ch/content/dam/data/bfm/rechtsgrundlagen/weisungen/visa/bfm/bfm-anh01-liste1-e.pdf
https://www.bfm.admin.ch/content/dam/data/bfm/rechtsgrundlagen/weisungen/visa/bfm/bfm-anh01-liste1-e.pdf
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reinforcing a global trend in enhancing document security using state-of-the-art technology to prevent 

fraudulent use. As before, the new biometric identity document indicates the foreigner’s status in 

Switzerland and together with a valid national passport entitles the holder to travel throughout the 

Schengen area without a visa. 

A symbol on the upper left-hand side of the front of the card indicates that an invisible biometric data 

chip is inserted into the document. It contains two digital fingerprints and a facial image. The data are 

stored for five years and may only be used for issuing a new identity document. The biometric 

identity document for foreign nationals fulfils strict international requirements. The data are protected 

by a secure access control and an electronic key. The fingerprints are especially protected. The chip 

does not allow a person to be located or monitored. 

Nationals of non-European Union (EU) or European Free Trade Association (EFTA) Member States, 

or people from third countries who are not in Switzerland by virtue of the Free Movement of Persons 

Agreement are issued with the document. The permit categories remain unchanged: 

 Short-term residence permit (L)  

 Annual residence permit (B)  

 Permanent residence permit (C)  

Nationals from EU and EFTA Member States and people in Switzerland under the Free Movement of 

Persons Agreement are not issued with the new identity document. Instead, they continue to be issued 

with the existing identity document (paper document in a plastic sleeve). Likewise, nothing changes 

for holders of a residence permit with employment (Ci), cross-border commuter permit (G), permit for 

asylum-seekers and permit for provisionally admitted aliens. 

Existing non-biometric identity documents for foreign nationals remain valid until the date indicated 

on the document. The biometric identity document is only issued once the old document has expired 

or has to be reissued to amendments in the data. The application procedure and the issuance of a 

biometric identity document are determined by the canton of residence. The biometric data is 

registered by the competent authority in the canton of residence, and the identification of the applicant 

is based on his/her passport. The document is manufactured by a single company, and is handed out to 

the applicant by the usual means. Fees for the document comprise three parts: the application 

procedure, the manufacture of the document and the registration of the biometric data. 
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www.bfm.admin.ch  

Country 
 

 

National passports and other 

travel documents authorizing 

entry into Switzerland 

 

Visa required for stays 

of up to 90 days 

 

Visa required for stays of 

more than 90 days 

 

China  

(People’s Republic  

of China) 

Also see Hong Kong 
and Macao 

All third-country nationals, 
regardless of their visa obligation 

status, who wish to enter the 

Schengen Area through Switzerland 
must be in possession of a travel 

document that meets both of the 

following two requirements: 

 The validity of the travel document 
must extend at least three months 

after the intended date of departure 

from the Schengen Area; and 

 The travel document must have been 
issued within the previous 10 years. 

The date of issue of the travel 
document shall be the determining 

factor, notwithstanding any decision 

by the authorities to extend the 
period of validity of the travel 

document. 

Yes  
The maximum duration of 

short stays within the 

Schengen Area is 90 days 
in any 180-day period. The 

entry and departure dates 

are also used in the 
calculation of the duration 

of stay. 

Yes   
For stays in Switzerland of 

more than 90 days, a 

residence permit is required. 
In principle, this residence 

permit has to be filed before 

entering Switzerland at the 
cantonal migration office. The 

same applies also to nationals 

of countries who are exempt 
from the obligation to hold a 

visa for stays of more than 

three months. 

http://www.bfm.admin.ch/

